
  Version Number 1 
 

 
 

 

King’s College London - Research Ethics  
May 2018 

1 

INFORMATION SHEET FOR EXPERT PARTICIPANTS 
 

Ethical Clearance Reference Number: MRA-22/23-34159 
 

YOU WILL BE GIVEN A COPY OF THIS INFORMATION SHEET 
 

Title of project 
 
Civil Society Mobilisation for the Rights of Older Persons: Facilitators, barriers and support 
needs 
 
Invitation Paragraph 
 
My name is Dr Caroline Green and I am a researcher at King’s College London. I would 
like to invite you to participate in this research project which takes place in collaboration 
with the Global Alliance on the Rights of Older People (GAROP).  
 
Before you decide whether you want to take part, it is important for you to understand why 
the research is being done and what your participation will involve. Please take time to 
read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask me if 
there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. 
 
What is the purpose of the project? 
 
Efforts towards a UN Convention on the Rights of Older Persons are gaining momentum 
within the United Nations. Global civil society support is vital in this process to highlight the 
need for the Convention. This proposed study's aim is to better understand the facilitators 
and barriers to mobilising civil society amongst countries worldwide well as specific needs 
of support/initiatives from GAROP or through other organisations to mobilise civil society in 
your country. By ‘civil society’ I mean non-for profit, voluntary citizen groups, which are 
organised on a local, national or international level, especially (but not exclusively) those 
that provide support, research or other types of contributions to the lives of older persons 
or other groups, such as disabled people.  
 
Why have I been invited to take part? 
 
You are being invited to participate in this project because of your professional background 
and work on the rights of older people within a civil society organisation. I would like to 
hear your view on the facilitators and barriers of civil society engagement in your country 
and possible ways to support this engagement.  
 
What will happen if I take part? 
 
If you choose to take part in the project there are different ways to communicate. You will 
be invited to an interview with me, which can happen over the phone or online using Zoom 
or Teams. Alternatively you can fill out a survey, which could take around 20-30 minutes or 
less, depending on what you wish to share. You are also welcome to send me an email 
with your response to questions in the survey.  
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If you choose to be interviewed, the interview will last around 20 minutes but can also take 
longer or less time depending on your availability and what you would like to share with 
me. The interview can take place at a day and time that is most convenient for you, taking 
into account possible time differences between my location in London, UK and your 
location. will ask permission to record the interview so that I can type up what you say for 
better analysis. If you agree to be recorded, the recording will not be shared with anyone. 
The interviews can be conducted in any language that you wish. I will need to know a 
couple of weeks in advance should you wish to undertake the interview in a language 
other than English or German to organise appropriate translation support.  
 
During the interview, I will invite you to share your knowledge and perspectives on civil 
society engagement on the rights of older persons in your country and your thoughts on 
possible activities that might help to mobilise civil society more. Please note that at the 
beginning of the interview I will ask you to share with me some biographical data, including 
your professional background and the country in which your organisation operates.  
 
Do I have to take part? 
 
Participation is completely voluntary. You should only take part if you want to and choosing 
not to take part will not disadvantage you in any way. Once you have read the information 
sheet, please contact me if you have any questions that will help you make a decision 
about taking part. If you decide to take part I will ask you to sign a consent form and you 
will be given a copy of this consent form to keep 
 
Incentives  
 
We cannot offer financial incentives for participating in this project. 
 
What are the possible risks of taking part? 
 
We are not envisaging particular risks attached to this research. Your name and 
organisation will be anonymised unless you tell us that you would like to be quoted 
directly. We will not ask politically sensitive questions or any questions about your own 
political or personal background that could potentially put you at risk. Any concerns that 
you may have for risks attached to your country context will be discussed at the outset of 
the interview.  
 
What are the possible benefits of taking part? 
 
Taking part in this study may not profit you directly in any way. However, your expertise 
will help to gain a better understanding of what might support the mobilisation of civil 
society in your country context for the human rights of older persons and a UN Convention 
on the Rights of Older Persons.  
 
Data handling and confidentiality 
 
Your data will be processed under the terms of UK data protection law (including the UK 
General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018.  
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• Your signed consent forms will be retained separately from your biographical data, 
which will not have your name on it.  The consent forms and your biographical data 
will be retained safely on internal servers of King’s College London. The transcripts 
of your interviews will be anonymised and you and anyone whose name you 
mention during the interviews will receive a gender-neutral pseudonym.  

• Your interview recording will be transcribed immediately after the interviews and 
destroyed immediately after transcription has taken place. Your anonymised 
biographical data and the anonymised transcripts will be stored securely on internal, 
password protected servers of King’s College London until December 2024, which 
is the end of the project at King’s College London 

• As an expert in the field, I will ask for your express permission to include your name 
and position in research reports and outputs. I will only include your name if you 
give me express permission to do so as under point 5 of the consent form. In this 
case, your name will not be anonymised during transcription. However, the names 
of anyone else will be anonymised in the transcript. 

• Your data may be shared with my managers at King’s College London, Professor 
Jill Manthorpe and Dr Kritika Samsi, but with no one else outside King’s College 
London. Transcription of the recorded interviews will be undertaken by myself. Your 
data will not be shared directly with GAROP unless you expressly state that I have 
permission to do so in the consent form.  

 

Data Protection Statement  

If you would like more information about how your data will be processed under the terms 
of UK data protection laws please visit the link below: 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/support/research-ethics/kings-college-london-statement-
on-use-of-personal-data-in-research 

 
What if I change my mind about taking part? 
 
You are free withdraw at any point of the project, without having to give a reason. 
Withdrawing from the project will not affect you in any way. You are able to withdraw your 
data from the project up until the 30/12/2022, after which withdrawal of your data will no 
longer be possible due to data analysis having taken place and the final report being written 
up. If you choose to withdraw from the project we will not retain the information you have 
given thus far. To withdraw information, please email me at caroline.green@kcl.ac.uk stating 
what information you would like to have deleted or that you would like to withdraw 
completely.  
 
 
What will happen to the results of the project? 
 
The results of the project will be summarised in a report written for the GAROP. They will 
also be written up into a research article to be published in an academic journal and they 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/support/research-ethics/kings-college-london-statement-on-use-of-personal-data-in-research
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/support/research-ethics/kings-college-london-statement-on-use-of-personal-data-in-research
mailto:caroline.green@kcl.ac.uk
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may be used in presentations as conferences and seminars. You will be provided with a 
copy of the report.  
 

 
Who should I contact for further information? 
 
If you have any questions or require more information about this project, please contact 
me using the following contact details:  
 
Dr Caroline Green 
 
Health and Social Care Workforce Research Unit,  
The Policy Institute at King’s 
King’s College London 
First Floor, Virginia Woolf Building 
22 Kingsway 
London WC2B 6LE 
 
Caroline.green@kcl.ac.uk 
 

 
What if I have further questions, or if something goes wrong? 
   
If this project has harmed you in any way or if you wish to make a complaint about the 
conduct of the project you can contact King's College London using the details below for 
further advice and information:  
  
The Chair of the SSHL RESC, rec@kcl.ac.uk, Waterloo Campus, 57 Waterloo Road 
London, SE1 8WA 
 
 

 

 
Thank you for reading this information sheet and for considering taking part in this 

research. 

mailto:rec@kcl.ac.uk

