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WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENNESS DAY 2025 

Side event during 59th session of the Human Rights Council 

19 June 2025 12:00-13:00 Room XXVII Palais des Nations 

ADDRESSING ABUSE OF OLDER PERSONS IN INSTITUTIONS 

Concept Note  

 

 

Background  

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD) has been observed annually on June 

15 since 2006, following the initiative of the International Network for the Prevention 

of Elder Abuse (INPEA) in partnership with the World Health Organization (WHO). 

In 2011, the United Nations General Assembly officially recognized the day (UN 

Resolution 66/127). Elder abuse is one of the most hidden and underreported 

human rights violations. 

WEAAD 2025 will focus on the abuse of older persons in institutional settings, 

especially nursing homes and long-term care facilities. Whereas most older people 

live in the community, institutional care is a reality for many and concerns about 

safeguarding the rights, safety, and dignity of residents is of outmost importance.  

A WHO study revealed that nearly 64% of institutional staff admitted to abusive 

behavior in the previous year. 

In her thematic report HRC/54/26, the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all 
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human rights by older persons points out to ageism as a root cause and 

recommends that monitoring procedures should be put in place in institutions, to 

prevent and protect older persons from abuse and neglect. Experts at the meeting 

convened by OHCHR in June 2023 recommended strengthening legal frameworks 

to address violence against older persons in both domestic and institutional settings.  

The resolution A/HRC/RES/58/13, adopted in April 2025, provides a platform for 

inclusive and transparent intergovernmental discussions where the elements of the 

comprehensive international framework in the form of a legally binding instrument 

will be addressed.  

 

The event 

The side event will emphasize both good practices and gaps, calling for stronger, 

evidence-based efforts to promote and protect the rights of older persons in all 

settings, including in institutional care. 

The event is organized by the Permanent Missions of Montenegro and Slovenia, 

the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the International Network 

for the Prevention of Elder Abuse (INPEA) and the NGO Committee on Ageing, 

Geneva.  

 

Programme 

Welcome remarks by H.E. Ambassador Slavica Milačić, Permanent 

Representative of Montenegro to the United Nations in Geneva  

Keynote speech by Mr Michael Camilleri, Chief of Branch of the Thematic 

Engagement Division, Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights 

Panel discussion: Preventing and responding to abuse of older persons 

From data to action  

 Dr Etienne Krug, Director of the department of Social Determinants of 

Health, World Health Organization  

 Dr Caroline Emmer De Albuquerque Green, Director of Research and Head 

of Public Engagement, Institute for Ethics in AI, University of Oxford  

View from the countries 

 H.E. Ambassador Fancy Chepkemoi Too, Permanent Representative of 
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Kenya to the United Nations in Geneva  

 H.E. Ambassador Carlos D. Sorreta, Permanent Representative of the 

Philippines to the United Nations in Geneva 

 Ambassador Cecília Kiku Ishitani, Deputy Permanent Representative of 

Brazil to the United Nations in Geneva 

Moderator: Alejandro Bonilla Garcia, Chair of the NGO Committee on Ageing 

(Geneva) and Representative of IFA to the United Nations 

Interactive debate with the audience 

Closing remarks by H.E. Ambassador Anita Pipan, Permanent Representative of 

Slovenia to the United Nations in Geneva 


